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not been forced from the dominant race by bloodshed and strife,
but drawn up according to the noblest ideals of peace and
justice. By that treaty the British Government, in the name
and by the authority of Queen Victoria, addressing the native
chiefs and tribes of New Zealand, and * anxious to protect their
just rights and properties, and to secure to them the enjoyment
of peace and good order/ invited them to-cede to the Queen all
their rights to the sovereignty over their respective territories.
In consideration of this,' Her Majesty the Queen of England
extends to the natives of New Zealand her Royal protection,
and imparts to them all the rights and privileges of British
subjects.' By this treaty, also, all the land of the two islands
was guaranteed to the tribes ' so long as it is their wish and
desire to retain the same in their possession'; but the British
Government claimed the first right of purchasing any land
which the true proprietors might be willing to sell, at prices
agreed upon between the owners and responsible agents of the
Queen.

After the treaty had been read, the chiefs were invited to
speak, and nearly thirty of them rose one after the other and
addressed the Lieutenant-Governor with dignified and impres-
sive oratory. Most of them seemed favourably disposed towards
the offer of the Crown, but five, at least, fiercely opposed its-
acceptance, and it was evident that their national pride was
aroused, and that they were suspicious of the Governments
good faith. One of them, in a state of intense excitement,
stretched out his arm towards Hobson with a shout of * Send
the man away!' Then, turning to the assembled chiefs, he
cried: * Do not sign the paper! If you do you will be reduced
to slavery, and be compelled to break stones on the roadsides.
The land of your fathers will be seized by the Pakefaa, and
your mana as chiefs will be gone for ever !*

This address stirred the chiefs to great emotion. Captain
Hobson began to fear a general refusal of the treaty, but at this
critical hour Waka Nene, chief of the Ngapuhi,0ne of the most
powerful tribes then In New Zealand, rose up in his place, ami,